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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 01173 271618Z 
ACTION WRDE-00 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OC-06 CCO-OO SY-05 /012W 

051752 272214Z/66 

R 271555Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9312 

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 1173 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ACOU, ASEC 

SUB J : POUCH EXCHANGE PROBLEM 

REF: STATE 29615 


Message Text 


SUB J : INCIDENT OCCURED 1/27/78. RSO INQUIRY REFLECTS POST 
COMMUNICATOR ADVISED COURIER LARGE, THAT POST C&R WAS SHORT OF 
PERSONNEL AND EXPERIENCING SEVERE TELEGRAPHIC DEMANDS FOR THAT 
DAY (AN EXAMPLE WAS A 51-PAGE OUTGOING IMMEDIATE CABLE OUT OF 
36 OUTGOING IN PROCESS). COURIER AGREED THAT COMMUNICATOR DID 
NOT HAVE TO REMAIN AT AIRPORT. COMMUNICATOR NOTED COURIER HAD 
3 SMALL POUCHES, EACH APPROXIMATELY ONE (1) FOOT PLUS IN SIZE, 

AND LOGICIALLY, DID NOT FORESSE ANY PROBLEMS WITH COURIER CARRYING 
POUCHES ON BOARD AIRCRAFT, ESPECIALLY AS THIS COULD ENHANCE 
THEIR SECURITY. ARRANGEMENTS COULD HAVE BEEN MADE TO HAVE 
COURIER LEAVE AIRPORT, WAIT AT EMBASSY, AND RETURN TO AIRPORT 
WITHOUT NEED OF OBTAINING VISA HAD HE CONTACTED GSO OR RSO OFFICES 
AT EMBASSY, POST WAS WILLING PROVIDE ASSISTANCE BUT COURIER 
MADE NO DEMANDS ON COMMUNICATOR AND AGREE COMMUNICATOR DID NOT 
HAVE TO REMAIN OR RETURN TO THE AIRPORT. PLS ADVISE IF THERE 
ARE ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS INCIDENT. 

ANDREWS 
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